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The amendment filed on 3/5/2007 has been entered. The active claims are 1-28 
of which 1, 10, 17 and 25 are independent claims. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Scope of limitation of the following is not clear: 

1 . "destination endpoint for a soft permanent virtual circuit" in line 6 of claim 1 . It is not 
clear what the end point of a circuit is. Other independent claims have similar defect. 

2. "encoding said address change into a SIG field" in line 8 of claim 1 . It is not clear 
what is being encoded. It is not clear into what it is encoded. Note that a (SIG) field is 
nothing but a designated section of a packet. It is not the result of an encoding. Other 
independent claims have similar defect. 

Claims 1-9 and 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicants' admitted prior art in view of Eriksson (USP 6,243,384). 

Claims 10-16 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eriksson (USP 6,243,384) in view of Rochberger (USP 6,208,623). 

Details of the rejections have already been set forth in the Office action mailed 
2/18/2005. The details are incorporated herein by reference thereto. 

In the communication filed on 3/5/2007, Applicants submit that the limitation 
"encoding address change into a SIG field in a PNNI topology state element (PTSE)" for 
a soft permanent virtual circuit (SPVC) is patentable distinct and non-obvious in view of 
the applied prior art. The Examiner disagrees. Firstly, scope of limitation of the recitation 
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is not clear. See the Section 112, second paragraph rejection above. Secondly, when 
the claims are given the broadest interpretation, the claims merely recite transmitting an 
address change notification in a field of a packet from one node to another in response 
to receiving an address change notification by the one node. There is no recitation as to 
how the notification of change of address is transmitted differently in a SIG field than in 
other field, in a PNNI network than in other network, whether or not the destination node 
comprises a soft permanent virtual circuit. The claims do not even positively recite step 
for automatically updating a source node in a PNNI ATM network in response to the 
address change message in a SIG field let alone how differently the address change 
message is encoded into a SIG field, how differently the message is extracted from a 
SIG field than in other field and how differently the source node is automatically 
updated. In other words, the manner of notifying address change by transmitting the 
notification from one node to another as recited in the claims is no different than the 
applied prior arts. As explain in the Office action mailed 2/18/2005, the applied 
references meet all the claim limitation. Applicants fail to explain and the claims fail to 
show why transmitting an address change message in a SIG field of a packet in a PNNI 
network is patentable distinct. The notification of address change as recited in the 
claims is no different than the applied references. Merely reciting encoding an address 
change into a SIG field in a PNNI topology state element is not sufficient to overcome 
the rejection. It is not clear why SIG filed needs specific encoding and what the 
message is encoded into. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571 -272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




DAVID Y. ENG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



